COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

EARLIAMEN TARY DEBATES

Ilding, ‘Melbourne,” at a
o’clock a.m., pursuant to
n of His ]%xcellency the Go—

arl_]ament :

) Highness f;he ﬂuke of
ok the High Commigsioner
fost  Gracious Ma]esty the King, |
ﬁkceﬂbncy the Governor-General
e Exhibition-building, and -took
o wﬁkﬂmm the Royal dais.
- HIS MAJESTY'S HIGH COMMIS-
BIONER directed the Usher of the Black
‘Rod, through the Clerk of the Parliaments,
““to let the House of Representativés know
that—* His Royal Highness, authorized
7 His Majesty’s Commission, desires the
immediate attendance of that honomble
‘House in this pla.catohea.r -tk ommis-
sion read.” PR
* Honorable members of ‘the House of Re—
Presentatives being in attendance, three
_verses of the Old Hundredth hymn were
ot HIS EXCELLENCY THE GO-
| VERNOR GENERAL read the following
-n--mp.m]'el‘s —
-0 Lord our heavenly Father, high and m
King of l\mrrs. Lord njif lnrrl: t.hegonly Ri;ﬁa?tyo'f
Princes, who dost from Thy throne behold all the
dwellers upon earth; Most heartily we beseech

A qhimmththe

f ﬁhaumth

and so replenish
ﬁoly Spirit that he
myalws %Ento'i‘hymu, a.ndmlkm'l‘hy
EDS:B him plenteously with heavenly

Sov Lord ngEnw

U rant him o health and wealth long {o 1

| strengthen him that he may uish and over—
come all his enemies ; and finadly &:l:er this life he-

in | may attain everlasting ]oy and felicity, through

Jesus Christ our Lord.

Almighty God, the fo‘nutmn uf all Geod.neaa,
humbly beseech Thee to bless-our | ‘gracious Queen .
Arexanpra, Georce Duke of Cornwall and York,
the Duchess of Cornwall and€York, and all the
Royal Family : Endue them with Thy Holy Spirit,
enrich them with Thy Heavenly Grace ; prosper

Happiness ; and bring them to Thine
ngtrc;m, hhmnggh Jesus Christ our

God, we humbly beseech Thee 6 ron

mth ry mereiful favour the people of: this

d, now united in one Commonwealth. We pray

for Thy servants the Governor-General, the Go-

vernors of the States, and all who are or who shall

be associated with them in. t.h&admmlstranon of
their several offices.

We pray Thee at this time b0 mchmfeﬂty
special blessing upon the Federal Parliament now:
assemb].l for their first session, and that Thou

wouldst be pleased to direct and prosper all their
consultations to the advancement of Thy glory,
and to the true welfare of the people of Australia,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who has taught
us when we pray to say—
Our Father, which art in Heavan, Hallowed be
ns.ma, Thy kingdom come. Thy Will be done
h, as it is in Heaven. Give us thisday our
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As.
g:-»rglva them that trespass t us. And
laad us not into temptation ; But deliver us from
evil : For thine is the Kingdom, and the Power,
and the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
The e of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the
love of El:)lg and the fellowship of the Holy Ghust
be with us all, evermore. Amen.

HIS MAJESTY'S HIGH COMMIS—
SIONER then commanded the Clerk of the
Parliaments to read the Letters Patent under

2

'w:th Thy fa.vonrtobeho‘lﬁonr most gmmons Five:



6 Clommonwaalth L""\E\ \‘l!l .:,.'“[;. teadia,

the Royal Sign Manual, giving him full | tenor of these presents, unto the said George
power in His Majesty’s name to do, or cause | Frederick Ernest Albert, Duke of CIull\\- all
to be done, all things necessary to the hold- | and York, full power in Our name to begin -

ing of the Parliament.
Tue CLErk oF THE PARLIAMENTS read the
Letters Patent, as follows :(—

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.
Commission empowering His Royal Highness
the Duke of Cornwall and York, K.G.,
KT, K.P., G.C.V.0.,, to open the first
Parliament of the Commonwealth of

- Australia.
: m EIJWA‘RD THE SEVENTH, BY THE
Gmgxron,_, Gon, of the United

sht of our most ancient
ble: Order of the Thistle, Knight
of our most d.l.atmgmahed Order

thmus, in pursuance of the Act passed
in the sixty-fourth year of the reign of Her
late Ma, xasty Qlleen._ Victoria, intituled “An
te: the Commonwealth of
liament of the said Com-
: th has been summoned to meet for
hek mardm urgent affairs concerning.
Us, the State, and defence of Our said Com-
monwealth; at the city of Melbourne.

" the im of the opening of the first
: P&rlmment. of the said Commonwealth of
~ Australia, and’ of showing Our special in-
terest in the welfare of Our Loyal Subjects

" therein, and forasmuch as for certain causes

- We cannot conveniently be present in Our
Royn{ person in Our said Parliament, at
Melbourne : Now Know Ye that We, trust-
ing in the discretion, fidelity, and care of
Our most dear son and faithful councillor,
George Frederick Ernest Albert, Duke of
Cornwall and York, Knight of our most

~ noble Order of the Garter, Knight of our
most -ancient and most noble Order of the
Thistle, Knight of our most illustrious Order

of Saint Patrick, Knight Grand Cross of

. our Royal Victorian Order, by the advice
« of our Council, do give and grant, by the

r, John .Adnn.n Louis,

And whereas We are desirous of marking |

| Australia,

and hold the first Parliament of Our said
Commonwealth of Australia, and to open
and declare and cause to be opened and de-
clared the causes of holding the same, and
to do everything which for Us and by Us

shall be therein to be done ; Willing that
Our said Son shall hereby carry to Our said
Parliament and people Our Royal Message
of Goodwill and assurance of ‘Our earnest
prayer for the blessing of Almwhty God on
the Union of Our Dommmns in Australia,
in’ one Federal Commonwealth, under the
Crown of the United Iungdom of Great
Britain and Ireland ; commanding, alse, by
the tenor of these presents, with the assent
of Our said Cotncil, as well, all and every,
the said Governor-General, Senators, and
Representatives of Our Commonwealth of
Australia, as all others whom it concerns, to
meet in our said Parliament, that to the

| same George Frederick Ernest Albert, Duke

of Corawall and York, they dﬂzgently
_afore

: attend in the,prem.mm,m the fm:m

And We do further dmact and enjoin that
these, Our Letters Patent, shall be read and
pmc]mmed at such place or places as Our
said Governor-General and Commander-in-
Chief shall think fit, within Our sdeom- i
monwealth of Australia. it e i

In witness whereof We have canaed, these '
Our Letters, to be made patent. e

Witness Ourself at: Westminster, the
twenty-third day of Febmary in the First
Year of Our Re]gn, -

BY THE Kum Hmn:r.x. :
SiGNED WITH His Owx HAND
EWAB.D B and I.

~

Muir Ma,ckenzle

HIS MAJESTY’S HIGH COMMIS-
SIONER was pleased to address to both
Houses of the Parliament the roﬁ.‘owrng

speech declaring the message of Hi% Rlost
Gracious Majesty the King :—

“ GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE AND (GENTLE
MEN OF THE HoOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES :
My beloved and deeply-lamented grand-

mother, Queen Victoria, had desired to mark

the importance of the opening of this the
first Parliament of The Commonwealth of
and to manifest "her special -~



Commoneealth of dostralin, [9 May, 1901.] Members Sworn. 7
interest in all that concerns the welfare of | the strengthening and consolidation of his

her loyal subjects in Australia, by granting
to me a special commission to open the first
sess101.

“That commission had been duly signed
before the sad event which has plunged the
whole empire into mourning, and the King,
my dear father, fully sharing Her late
Majesty’s wishes, decided to give effect to
them, although His Majesty stated, on the
oceasion of his opening his first Parliament,
that a separation from his son at such a time
could not be otherwise than deeply painful
to him. .

“His Majesty has been pleased to congent
to this separation, moved by his sense of the
loyalty and devotion which prompted the
generous aid afforded by all the colonies in

‘the South African war, both in its earlier |
- and more recent stages, and of the splendid | —
~_ bravery of the colonial troops. It is also

- His Majesty’s wish to acknowledge the readi-

. mess with which the ships of the special

- Australasian Squadron
__ disposal for service in

able assistance rendered there b

contingents of the several colonies. :
- “His Majesty further desired in this way

%o testify to his heartfelt gratitude for the | -

warm sympathy extended by every part of

his dominions to himself and his family in
- theirreparable loss they have sustained
~* the death of his beloved mother. -
= “His Majesty has watched with the |
~ deepest interest the social and material pro-

- gress made by his people in Australia, and
has seen with th ss and heartfelt
satisfaction the completion of that political

amion of which this Parliament is the em-
S eediment. :
~ “The King is satisfied that the wisdom
and patriotism which have characterized the
exercise of the wide powers of self-govern-
ment hitherto enjoyed by the colonies will
continue to be displayed in the exercise of
the still wider powers with which the united
Commonwealth has been endowed. His
Majésty feels assured that. the enjoyment of
these powers will, if possible, enhance that
loyalty and devotion to his throne and empire
of which the people of Australia have already
8iven such signal proofs. )
It is His Majesty’s earnest prayer that
union so happily achieved may, under
God’s blessing, prove an instrument for still
hér promoting the welfare and advance-
mentjof his subjects in Australia and for

were placed at his |
China, and the valu- |
y the naval |

| empire.

“ GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE AND (GENTLEMEN
oF THE HouUsE oF REPRESENTATIVES -
“It affords me much pleasure to convey to

you this message from His Majesty. I now,

in his name and on his behalf, declare this

Parliament open.”

The Royal Proclamation was followed by
a fanfare of trumpets, and immediately after-
il st rense) Reriind

'House of Representatives shall be
- will- declare to you the causes of

Representatives will, therefore, now make
‘and' subscribe before me, the Governor-
General, the Oath or Affirmation of Alle-

which will be administered by me.”

MEMBERS SWORN.
The Clerk of the Parliaments having re-
ceived the returns to the writsissued for the
election of members to the Senate,

The following senators made and sub-

giance i—

The Hon. Richard Ed-
' ward O’Cennor, Vice-
" President of the Ex-

ecutive Council

The Hon. James George
" . Drake; Postmaster-
- - General

New South Wales

e

Queensland vr

| HIS MAJESTY'S HIGH COMMIS.
SIONER announced the receipt of the
following cable message from Hi o8h
| Gracious Majesty the King ;—- .. - Hns
My thoughts are with you in to-day’s imp :

OFGHE HUUBEOFB{E?‘b“: -r-\-.«-«_» w
“Lam desired by His Royal Highness to | _
acquaint you that so. soon. as ‘fli&—hﬁemhem 5

| of your Houses shall be sworn, and a Presi- .
dent of the Senate and a Speaker of the |

ment being called. The Members of the |
Senate and the Members of the House of

| giance, as by the Constitution Act provided,

scribed the oath or affirmation of alle- -

STLAPT SR



o Members

The Hon. Sir Rich-
ard Chafley Baker,
K.C.M.G.

John . George Barrett,
Hsq.

Robert Wallace Best,
Esq. 7

Cyril St. Clair Came-
ron, Hsq.

David Morley Charles-
ton, Esq.

JohnSingleton Clemons,

Anderson Dawson, Esq.
Hugh De Largie, Esq.
Henry Dobson, Esq:

- mer, K.C.M.G. '
-Norman . XKirkwood

Ewing, Esq.
~ Jobn Ferguson, Esq.
- Simon Fraser, Esq.
~ Thomas Glassey, Esq.
- Albert John Gould, Esq.
E&wurdAugustme ‘Har-

. BéY, Esq

~ John Henry Kea.ﬁng,
_ James Macfarlane, Esq.
- Alexander Perceval

- Matheson, Esq.
Gregm' McGregor, Esq.

Edwm'd Da.vm MJ]]en, '

! thn Cash Neild, Esq

- David John O’Keefe, Esq.
Géargo Foster Peame, o

Esq.

* Thomas Playford Esq
‘Edward Pulsford, Esq.
Sir Frederick Thomas

Sargood, K.C.M.G.
Miles Staniforth Cater
Smith, Esq.

“James Charles Stewart,

. Esq.

James Styles, Esq.

S8ir Josiah He
Symon, K.C.M.G.

James Thomas Walker,

. SirWilliam Austin Zeal, .

- K.C.M.G.
Honorable

the ca.th of allerrm.nce

Members
" " Representatives also mzvde ‘and subsecribed

Seeorn., [SEN
South Australia
Victoria

Vietoria

Tasmania
South Australia

Tasmania

: Qﬁeensland

‘Western Australia
Tasmania

‘South Australia

Western Australia

Queensland
Victoria

-Queensland

New South Wales |
‘Western Australia

Queena]a.nd

Tasmania

Tasmania
Western Austra.ha.

: South A.ustra.ha

I?'_ew South Wales

i Ié';:w South Wales
‘Tasmania
Westem Auatraha 2

I South A.ustralm :

New South Wales
Victoria

Western Austraha :

Queenslanci -

Victoria

South Australia

New South Wales

V:ctorla" -

of the Honse of

AT 1.'”'| _\}u' cial ‘1’{|ﬂ'f”1’a’ nmnend.

| . ELECTION OF PRESIDENT
AND SPEAKER.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVER-
NOR-GENERAL further addressed both
Houses, in the following terms :—

“ GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE, GENTLEMEN

OF THE HoUSE 0F REPRESENTATIVES—

“It being necessary that a President of the
Senate and a Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives should be first chosen, you will
repair to the places where you are to sit,
where you, Gentlemen of the Senate, will
proceed to choose some proper person to be
your President, and you, Gentlemen of the ;
House of Representatives, will proceed to . -
choose some proper person to be your
| Speaker, and thereafter you respectively will
present such persons for my approval at such
| time and place as T shall herea-fter._gg;
POIII.t ” / x 7

After the “Hallelu;a.h Chorua

Dby the

orchestra, and “Rule Britannia” by the_ Rt
orchestra and singers, :
. His Excellency the Govemor Genera.l
scalled for three cheers for Their Royal
Highnesses the Duke and Duehesa oﬁCQm—

wall and York. 5
. Three cheers having | een gnran, :
His Majesty’s High Commissioner and HIS

Excellency the Governor-General retired,

the proceedings closing | with the amgmg oi

the “National Anthem.”
Honorable members of the Sena.be a.nd of

the -House of Represe(nta.twea

forthwith to the Houses DE I’srhament,

Sprmg street

A@ﬁ.ffeh‘.iﬁimtes past one o'clock p.m. the
Senate re-assembled in the Senate chamber
of the Houses of Pa.rhament, Spnncr-atreet

- SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT.
Motion (by Senator O’CoxNoR) proposed— -
That the sitting of the Senate be suspended
until half-past two of the clock.
- 'Senator HIGGS (Qucenala.nd) —Do not
honorable members think that this is very-
sudden ! We are all, T should imagine,
anxious to do business, and other Senators
will come here in a very few minutes expect-
to do business. :

Senator O'CONNOR.—There must be an
adjournment for lunch ;. we propose that
that adjournment shall take place now,
and at half-past two o'clock the Senate

will assemble in the ordinary way for the
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transaction of business, It was never in-
tended, no matter how many senators might
be here, to proceed to business before the
luncheon hour.

Question resolved in the affirmative.

- Senate adjourned at 1.15 p.m.

The Senate met again at 2.30 p.m.

ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT.

Senator O’'CONNOR (New South Wales—
Vice-President of the Executive Council).—
I would remind the Senate that the time
has arrived for electing a President, and, as
I understand that there is not likely-to be a

- unanimous choice in the first insance, I
think it would be'well if we were to lay

- down at once a method of procedure by-.

which in the end the will of the ‘majority
- might prevail. As honorable members-are
mre, the House of Commons’ practice, |+
~would guide a body of this kind in the
- absence of express direction by ourselves.
T think it will be eviden$ that, in the event
-of there being more than two candidates, the
putting of several motions successively would
- very likely result in the election of a Presi-
- dent who would not be the choice of the
- majority of the House. The experience, I
“think, of all of us whe have had much to do
with deliberative bodies is that, in these
... eircumstances, there is only one way of
_ascertaining the choice of the majority, and
“that is by the system of what is called
- exhaustive ballot. T propose therefore that,
~ inasmuch as under the circumstances which
are likely to arise, it is n to have
. some other procedure than that of the House
of Commons, the Senate should lay down for
- itself a form of procedure to be adopted
 during this election of President.
~ proposal in the form of a motion, which I
- ask the consent of the Senate to submit
without notice. It is as follows :—
That if no more than two candidates are pro-

posed, the House of Commons’ practice be
adopted ; that if more than two candidates are

- candidates except the two highest on ‘the first
ballot drop out ; that if on the first ballot any
candidate has an absolute majority of the votes
given, he shall be declared elected President ; but
if no candidate has such’ absolute ma_]nrlty,
second ballot bé then taken, and that the candi-
date then obtaining the highest number of votes
be declared elected ] Presuient

... That, I think, will commend itself to honur—
able members as a method by which we can,
in a most certain way, elect a President who

I put my

[9 May, 1901.]

| shal) be

the !,f'- siclin L.

the choice of the majority of the

members of the Senate, T would like also
to make a suggestion. 1 do not intend to
put it in any formal way. Considering the

nature of the office and the duties of Presi-
dent, and considering also the qualifications,
the well-known character, and ability of the
gentlemen who are likely to be nominated,
it would be very much better for honorable
members to content themselves by simply
moving and seconding the candidates that
they propose. I need not enlarge on the
reasons which I think will commend that
course to the Senate. T make thatsuggestion
in the hope that honorable members will see
that it will be conducive, perhaps, to good
results, if that procedure be followed. I pro-
pose the motion I have read in order that the
‘Senate may haye the procedure settled for
-the purpose of this first e]ﬂct.wn of a Prem-
,dent.
Senator Sir J OSI!.LH SY}ION (South
Australia).—I should like to ask Senator
D’'Connor whether it might not be well to
adopt the House of Commons’ practice after
the first ballot has eliminated the third
candidate. If in the first instance there
be only two candidates, it is pmposed that
#be House of Commons’ practice be adopted ;
and there seems to be no reason why, when
we have eliminated the third candidate, the
voting on the two who remain should not
be open, according to the House of Commons’
practice. I would suggest that an_ august
body, such as we hope the Senate will
always be, should not shrink from open
voting upon the determination of the highest

ot _1_.-.,,,.

T offiee the gift of this Chamber. I think
that we should be doing honour to ourselves '

by adopting that course, because T am sure
that, whatever our views may be as to the
respective candidates, we shall give the most
loyal obedience to whoever may be chosen,
and aid him in maintaining the dlrrmty and
prestige of this Chamber.

Senator O'CONNOR (New South Wales—

. Vice-President of the Executive Council).—
proposed the Senate proceed to ballot; that all |

In answer to the honorable member, I think
it will be universally admitted

Senator Sir Jouy Dowxer.—If this is a
reply, I would like to say something.

Senator O’CONNOR.—If there is to be a
debate I shall defer what I have to say.
I was answering a question, and T thought
that by doing so I should save debate.

Senator Sir Jouyx Dowser.—Tt will save
debate. iy
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Senator O'CONNOR.—I think the Senate
will it at once that it is not from any
re that auy Senator has to conceal his

opinions as to the candidate who ought to

: occupy the chair that we propose to adopt
} the system of ballot. It is done to get
| rid of the difficulty which very often arises
owing to the cross voting which oceurs
¢ where you have three motions submitted,
and in consequence of which you may have

@ person chosen as President who is not

the choice of the majority. It appears to

me that, once having adopted the method of
ballot, it should be carried right through,

- Therefore, although I quite assent to a go
~deal of what the honorable ‘member has
said, I think it will be a simpler and
more satisfactory process if, when once the
ballot begins, it is carried. right through
in. tI;:dmﬂimr_y way in which these ballots
Senator MILLEN

4 (New South Wales).—
I take it that the point raised by Senator
: Sir Josiah Symon is that there is an incon-
|~ sistency in the motion as it is presented, in
$ that whilst it is proposed if there are only two
: nominations, that we ladopt open  voting,
1~ " in the event of there being more than two
{ . ~weare, having eliminated the surplus num-
‘1 - “ber, to have a ballot. To put the matter in,
§ . another way, if we are to have open voting
i for one set why not for the other, or 1f,
| having reduced the number to two, we are

to have a secret ballot, why should we depart

‘there is very much merit in one system over
the other. > But I think that, whatever
- system weadopt, there should be uniformity,

‘. and I would suggest to Senator O’Connor
- that he might amend his motion so as to
' make the procedure in the one set of cir-
“-cumstances uniform with the procedure in
another set of circumstances,
. Senator (’Coxzor.—It -is well known
that the probabilities are that there will be
et e . f i
Senator Sir JOHN DOWNER (South
Australia)—Yes ; but I am inclined to
agree with the last speaker. - We know, so
- far 2s human beings can know in the circum-
.. stances in which we are placed, that there
g:'mll be at least; three candidates. Under the
_“% eircumstances, the first proposition in this
weetnotion - will-certainly not arise, The pro-
2 %o cedure should he nniform throughout, and
. L think; therefore, that the first fmrt of the
ion might be omitted, and that we micht

...........

.\'I.!‘: the Presidendt,

say generally that the voting shall be by

Ibelflut. and that, if there are more than
| two candidates, it shall be in the manner
Senator O'Connor has proposed. It is not
a matter of very much consequence, to tell
| you the truth, nor is it worthy of a very
great amount of discussion, but if it wiil
prevent conflict and save time, I would
suggest that the first part of the motion be
struck out, and that the one method of voting
be adopted. :

Senator HIGGS (Queensland).—I appre-
ciate the desire of honorable members to get
to business, because Upper Houses are not
deemed to be bodies which are anxious to do
business in a rapid way. I dare say it will
come as a surprise to those who have
oecupied positions in other Parliaments that
such a feeling exists. Knowing nothing
‘of the capacity of either of the gentlemen
‘who are about to be proposed—not-even
knowing their names, because T ‘am not-in: .
the confidence of those who are prepared.
‘to- submit nominations—I think that the
mover and seconder should in each case
| give us some reasons why we should vote
for their particular candidate. We are
about to appoint a gentleman to a very.
high office, and I agree that he should
be one who can fill it with dignity and
impartiality. My great desire is to cast
my vote foran honorable mémber who will
endeavour to give us just decisions when-

ever the standing orders of the Senate have
to be interpreted, so that T do not at all fall
in with the proposal of Senator O’Connor
that the candidates should simply be nomi-
nated, that nothing should be said either for
or against them, but that we should proceed
forthwith to vote. .
Senator O’CoxNor.—That is not part of |
the motion. I merely make that sugges-
Senator HIGGS.—TI thought it necessary
to make these remarks because honorable :
members seemed to deprecate having any
discussion whatever. A
Senator NEILD (New South Wales).—
As there seems to be a degire that the
practice shall be uniform, as far as possible,
so as to avoid conducting. the election in

part by ballot and in part by open voting,
I beg. to move—— ___ .. imnimmommmmnein mtimess

That the words Honse of Commons practice
be adopted” be omitted, with the view to »_the

| insertion in licu thereof of the words *“thé elec-

tion be by ordinary ballot.”
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The first paragraph of the motion will then
S
That if no more than two candidates are pro-
posed the election be by ordinary ballot.
The effect of that would be that if only two
candidates were proposed an ordinary ballot
would be taken. If there were three candi-
dates the motion moved by the honorable
member for an exhaustive ballot would
stand. Then the whole procedure would
be as uniform as possible instead of having
by open voting and part by ballot.
Senator EWING (Western Australia).—
I have very much pleasure in seconding the
amendment. I do not think the Senate can
be divided in the opinion that whatever
method we adopt should be a uniform one.
If it is wise to adopt the system of ballot
under certain circumstances, surely it is
wise even if there are only two candidates.
 With regard to what Senato? Higgs has
said, I think the proposal of the Vice-
_ President of the Executive Council was only
meant as a suggestion. Personally T do not
_agree with it. We come from another State,
. “and we are not closely in touch with the

~ public men in the community in which we |

are now living, We desire to know the
ifications of the gentlemen for whom we
are asked tovote: It is all very well for those
~who live in Melbourne or-Sydney to say they
know the merits of the various gentlemen
who are to be proposed for this office, but
realizing as we do that the office of Presi-
dent is a most important one, we, as Sena-
tors. coming from far-off portions of the
continent, desire . to hear what can be said
: d&elthw for or against the individual candi-
~ Senator Dawsox.—No Senator is ashamed
“of his vote. St S
Senator O'CONNOR (New South Wal
Vice-President of the Executive Couneil).—
It seems to me a matter of very small
moment, but at the same time I am quite
- willing to accept the amendment of
-_-Senator' Neild. I would suggest to the
~ honorable member that the amendment does
© mot really carry out his wishes. What
he proposes is that, nder all circumstances,
this election shall | 3 by ballot. T think
that might be o B by a very simple
alteration at the begi' ning of the motion. I
~ do not want to entel into any verbal dis-
" “enssion ;- but the honorable member will see,
if he reads his amendment, that it leaves
& portion’of the motion which is inconsistent
with it,

[9 May,

If the honorable member desires
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it, I will add a few words to the motion to
make it fit in with his view. We are
dealing with matters of substance now;
and I think it is the general wish of the
House that this should be simply a motion
to proceed by ballot under all circumstances.

Senator NeiLp.—But will the amended
motion provide for an exhaustive ballot 7

Senator O'CONNOR.—Yes. By leave
I beg to withdraw my motion, and to
substitute another, which embodies Senator
Neild’s amendment, and really expresses the
sense of the Senate. It is as follows—

That the election bé by ballot. If, on the first
ballot, any candidate has an absolute majority
of the votes given, he shall be declared elected
President ; if on such first ballot no candidate
have such absolute majority, all candidates, except
the two highest on the first t, drop out, and
a second ballot shall then be-taken between the
two candidates so left, and the gandidate obtain-
ing the majority on the second

Senator NEILD.—With the consent of
Senator Ewing, who seconded my amend-

ment, I am very happy to withdraw it, if

ballot shall be
declared elected President. Haig SR

the Chamber is willing. ; :
Amendment withdrawn. 3
Substituted motion, proposed, put.
Senator DAWSON (Queensland). T wish
to express my opinion that “the amended
motion is not a satisfactory one to the public
whom we are supposed to representin this
Chamber. It is not satisfactoryfor:the simple
reason that it still provides for a secret ballot.
If there is one thing above another that we
have to do in this Chamber it is to let the

public outside know exactly on which side

and in which direction we cast our votes. I
for one am against any attempt at secret
voting in the Senate, and I am, therefore,
distinctly against the amended motion. If
honorable members who have been honoured

by the people of Australia by being selected

to represent them in the Senate are ashamed
to cast their votes openly let them say so,
and let the public know it. I am not. I am
quite willing to vote openly. If there is
one place in the whole of Australia where
this course should be adopted it is in the
legislative halls of the Commonwealth, and
particularly in the Senate. I desire to
direct the aftention of honorable members,
through you, Mr. Blackmore, to a most
irregular proceeding of this afternoon, and I
am very much astonished that the repre-
sentative 6f Queensland, who is sitting on
the Ministerial bench, has not thought fif
to interfere in the matter. I refer to the



