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we humbrv bes€€ch rhee to re-

eubred the Efibition-buildiag, and tool
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I vernorjof tbe Stotes, and allwho areorwhoshall

':Ef$ MAJESTY'S HIGH GOMMIS- | their sbverB.l ofices.

,. 6t6-" I[is Roval Highness, authorized I consultation:s to the advancement of Thy glory,
i,!y His Majestfs comirission, desires the | 1-"dt9,th?111"x""Lr"^:.t-'|:-r':l:"t-*"j:l'*

d-;di#^-#;iri";" of thai honorable i thro"gh Jesus Christ our Lord, who has taughb
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*j}"$,HJl?r,HoYr 

t" rreaven, rrarrowed be
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flonorable members of the Elouse bf ne- | i." Fartu' g t,.i'- f .I3I"^":,^ qT-" l"^:l':^9:I "l:

,,q,Prayels :;- | Ue witU us all, evermore. Amen.

. ' *.O Lord, our heavenly Tather, high and mighty, I fffs MAJESTY'S HIG

DEBATES,

$ssio$ sf' tle 'Sirst ffia:'Jiuruitnt.
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PaitlfLlfpiitt. 
'l Jtrengthen him that he l.lv vanotLish and over'

- - - | 
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ni. enemies; and fiiady a-fter this life hs'
,d-'finder thedotrre in I mny abtain everlasti-og joy and felicity' through

Itr"tUou**, " at a I Jes-os g{i"-t::: L::!;^.1!Y'**lfg: rYrcru{rurrre' 
"l ,^ | 

- -ar^l-s-htv 
God, the fountaiu of all Goodness, we

fif€flve O'cl@k a'm.' ptlrsuant m I ho-blv-beseech Thee to bless our gracious Queen
ration of llis $xeellency tbe Go- | l'."x.tinea, Geoncr Duke of_Cornwall and Yort,

E-j{E: u!{r :_rg.tt yr,ry"vryrurcr I af*igliy God, we -h'm.f}y be_se€eh tb"q !",l:"
Gracious Majesty gt" l(ing, [ ,**a,"1-tn hhv merciful favour the people of this
llencv the Governor-G6neral I land, uow uni-ted in one Commonwoalth. We pray

'tbsir places on the Royal dais. | #';H"il#"";fi"iffi; rhe adminisrrarion of

'$IONER directed the Usher of the Black I We-P1av.Thee at' tlis.liY'e to^vouchsafe Tky
, **,*;"*!*"tr"ii. 't-lr'L 

p".u;;.J; |ffififl?'i"""-rg?ln"ri*",Ht,"glttmtf"l' to let tJre E-ouse of lkp-resentailvQs knoT I wouldst bE pleased to direct aud prosper all their

presentat i ves bein g t *' ii" " J", * 
";h"; 

I ltt*$H 
"#irt"1%:":tu"n:-rryJ*'"ffvertes of the Oid Hundredth hJrmn wero I leod us"notintoteTptation; Bubdel-iver us frorn

sung. I evil : For thine.is the Kingdom, and the Power,
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={) Lord.,.our heavenll- Father, high and$ighty, I UfS MAJESTY'S HIGT{ COI\IMIS-
N.trs ot Lt.Ji' Lor't ot_loFls. ine only- -tiu-Ier.oI I SIONnn then commanded the Clerk of thepnnces. rvho rlost frrim ThV tlrrone beholtl all LLe I Drvrrlru """" ""^:"::*':
itwelter''s :;;;;;;;i ;' ii""'" i,oi:titr;'.";'t*-*"ii1. I Parlinments to reatl thc Letters Patent under
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t t . r  bc r l r i t t t ' ,  : r , l l  t l r i r rqs t i i  ( : ( r r ' . r t l . i  to t i r , .  l r , r l , i
i r r :  ' , i  t - i r ' .  [ ) ; r ]  l i ' rnr ,  i r l .

l f  t tu Cr, ! : r l r i  ( ) r '  ' f l rJ i  Pr l t  t - t : t l , ; l ' ls  rc i r ( l  [1rc
Lettcrs Patenb, as foll;rvs :--

CO}I}IONIYEAITH OF ALISTII.\LTA.
Commission ernpolvering IIis Roy.r,l I{ishness

the Dr:rke of Cornrvall and York, K.G..
K.T., K.P., G.C.Y.O., to open tlre fir 'sl
Parliament of the Commonrvealth of
Austr&li,a.

Louis,

of Sniat Eph"al axd Saint Geirse, Knishr
Gwrd Qrem'e&su* $oyal Yictoiian Ordlr,
Clovernor-Genexal, and. Commander-in-Chief

I erer,'oqs. Sqmpgnrre+lth of A ustralia ;
l.qg#-&# spd.*ell-boloved the sena-
${so5d*ivee* aad people of our

Cmrnorwe,lth of A-ustralia, greebing :-
Wliereds, in pursuance of the Act passed

is_the sirfy-four-bh year of tho reryn of Iler:
l*te Mejeaty Queen Yictori4 inf,itutred ,, An
Act to ao$tjitute the Commonwealth of
A@lia" theParliabnt of the said Com-
noawestrth has bceq summoned to meet for
certaia arduous and urgent affairs concerning
Us, tho State, and defence of Our said ComI
.monwealth, at the cif,y of Melbourne.

And whereas'[Ve are desimus of marking
tho importance of the openi:rg of the firsi
Parliamsnt of the said Commonwealth of
Arrqhalia,. and of showing Our special in-
terest in tho welfare of Our Loval Subiects
bherein, and. forasmuch a^c for ce'rtr.i. sjuggt

" We cannot convenientl;r be present in Our
Roy*I persotr in Out' 

-said 
Parliament, at

"lfelbourne: Nov- Know Ye that We, tr-ust-
r g in the discrebion, fidelily, and care of
Ous most dear son and fait-hful councillor,
George Fiederick Ernest Alberf, Duke of
Cornrvall and York, Knisht of our most
noble Ordel of the Garte-r, Knight of our
uost .ancient and mogt noble Order of the
thirtlg Kr:ight of ourmost illugtrioug Order
of Saint Patrick, Knight Grand Cross of
our }l,oval Victorian t)rder, by the advice

Dlt€d ?Ad
Febrtary,
19nL

fr#e.*o rrru SEvENTT{, By rrrE
Garcn oF GoD, of the llnited

of our Couneil, do giv" and grrtnt, by the I

) ' i . . \  \ ' l ' l

: r t r , l  Y, , i  l i ,  tLt l i  l r , r r r , ' ,  i l l  ( ) t l  n i r r r l - .  t r - r  br ' ! , ' . i l t

i  .Lrrr l  l r , , l r  I  t l rc l l r ' " t  l rar l i i r ] ] re l r :  r , f  Out '  srr i ,  i
Cou:lrr,rnl cr l tL of 

' \r islr ir l ia. rLrrt l  tcl  olrtrr
tn, l  d, :c l ; r r r . r t l t , l  c iur . .e 1, ,  br .  onr 'nt . r I  lnr l  

- t [ . .

t ' l . r rer l  t l t , '  r ' i l i lsr .s (r f  I r , , l , l i t rg t1, , .  r , , r , ,e, , t r r , l
to du crur; t l r ing u ' l r iu l r  f t , r -Us rLnd br-  Us
shall be thereirr fo bc done; Fl-illing-that
Our said Son shall herebt carrv to Oul said
Parliament and people Our Ro;.al Message
of Goodrvill ancl assur:ance of Our enrnest
prayer for the blessing of Almighty God. on
the l/nion of Our Dominj.ons in Australia,
in one Feder:rl Commoniealth. under the
Crorvn of the lfnited Kinsdom of Great
Britain and lreland; cornminding alsq by
the tenor. o{ these prenenis, with the assent
of Our said Corincil, qs wel! all and every,
the said Governor-Gea,era^1, Sena,tors, and
Representatiyes of Our Commonwealth of
Australia, as a1l others whom it concsrm,, t,o
meet in our se,id Parli.ament, that to the
same George Frederick Ernest Albert, Duke
of Cornwall and York, they diligently
attpnd, in the.prernises, in the form a.fore
sa.id;

. And W'6 do further direct aud enjoin that '
these, Our Letters Paten! shall be 

"e"a "naproclaimed at such place or places as Our
said Governor-General and Comma,reder-in-
Chief shall think fit, within Our said. Com- .
monweaith of AusbraJia.

fn wibo.ess whereof -We have cau.E€d. these.
Our Letters, to be made patent.

W-itnese Ouruelf ab: W-estmineter, the
twenty-third day of Febmary, in the First
Veaq 

"ol 
Our Reign.

By rss Krxc EIrusELr,r , . - 
:,:"

Srsxsp wrrr Ilis Orr* Hnro, 
t ''

ruW,ARD E. and I-
' -  : t  : :  i

MuirMackenzio,  '  ' . . . ' :

HIS MAJESTY'S IIIGH CO}I}IIS-
SIOIIER was pleased to address Jo both
Ilouses of the Parliament the i.-4J9wing
spe€ch declaring the message of tlik $ost
Gracious Majesty the K;ng:-
('Getttl,gltsx oF TIIE Snrere errp Gnxtr,u

MEN OF TIIE IIOUSE OF REPRESEIiTATIVDS :

.t My beloved and deeply-lamented grand-
mother,.Queen Yictoria, had desired to mark
the importance of the opening of this the
first Parliament of The Commonwealth of
^4.ustralia, and to manifcst hcq spccial



C'o1)t i i / , ;1, , , ' , . , ' l  t1, , ,1,1, , . .  |  1,1 / , ,  1.  
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in i - . ,1 ' r js t  i r :  r r i l  t l r ;Lt  ( ' , / l rc. , i l -  lh i t  ' , , , .1,1; , r r . ,_.  , . ,1
]r ' r r '  1, , . i -a i  st t l r . i r .ct .  i r r ' \ r " t l iL l i ; r ,  bv gr i int in, ,Jr t l  l i r ' r -a l  sul) .1( .ct \  t l  i \ t i r t ! i r l i i t ,  bv grr int in3.  j
i ! )  Ml : !  r .pCci ; l l  c l t t t t t t i>; i r ;n t r r  open the f i r .s l  I
-s€s) i { )n.  I

" That commission harl been duly signed
liefr-.,re the sad even| rvhich has plungeri'the
rr-holc enrpire into mourning, and thJ King,
mq dear fether, full_r- sharing IIer l"i,e
-\la.jest.r's rvishes. deciderl to I,ive effect to
them, although His )Ia.iesty stited, on the

'r.:easion of his opening his frrst parliament,
that a separation from his son at such a time
could not be ofherwise than deeply painful
to him.

;l-i1 .

,iSr Majesty has been pleased to consent
to this separation, moved 6y his sensg of the
foyalty and devotion which promnted the
gonerousa,id afforded by all the coioaies in
t&o South Afrioan *ar, both itr its earLier
and more recent stages, and of the splendid
bry"gly of the colonial troops. it'is also
Eia Majesty's wish to acknowiedge the readi_
ne*s v"ith which the ships of -the 

special
Augtralasian Squadron *bre placed at his
41po*t for serrice in China,. alnd the valu-

,r:.*ble assistance rendered there by the naval
eontingents of the several coionies.

rr Fis Majesty further desired in this wav
to t€stify to his heartfeit gratitude for thL
v€rm sympathy extended by every part of
hl" dominions io himself uod hi" irili; i,

*:::e1;l*F, tf: l"l hooe ,o.tuio"d'frthe rrreparable loss they have s
the death of his beloved mother.

. 
(( Ilis llajesty has rratched. with the

cleepest interest the social and matetial pro_
Sre*. made by his people in Australia, ind

. ..trsa seen *ith thankfulnesg and h"r,rtfolt.rry leen wrth thankfulnesc and heartfelt
sa,tist'action the complefion of that politicalthat political
{"y.+ of rvhich this'pa"tiu.*uoi l, ;h;;:
omrment.

" The King is satisffed that the wisdom
anct patriobism which have characterized the
exercis-e oJ the wide powers of self_govern_
ment hitherto enjoyed by the colonies will
contrnue to be displayed'in the exercise ofthe still rvider powirc"rvith which th; ;;it";vommonrvealih has been endowed. I[isrua;esty feels assured that,the enioyment of
lnese powers l'ill, if possible, enhance that
::yllq and devotion to his rhrone and empirco.t_which the. people of Australia have alre'a.dy
SrYen such signal proofs.

., ." It T IIis Majesty's earnest prayer that
Sl,"l!o" so happily achieved -^"v, u.,.lu.tiocl,s blessingr prove an instrument'for stillrurther promotine the rvslflpe, and advancc_uenti of hi* subiects ;n .tu.t.Ji,r;;"f*

I

tht :  
.sLl l i r1t i r . .n i13 : r ,1r i  c,rrrsql i r l l t i l l  9f  I i r

() ntpt l \  r .

" Gp:irlunri\ oF Trll St-l.trii ,rxl fisstt crrus
oF TlrE }Iousr or RspaeslexrarlvEs :

" It afford.t me much pleasure to conr.ev tr_r
you this message from His )Iajesty. I o'orr-,
rn hrs narne and on his behalf, declare this
Parl iament open.' ,

The Royal Proclamation was followed bv
a farfare of trumpets, and imme.li+tely aftni-
wards.

HIS }IAJESTY'S HIGH COMMIS.
SIONER, announced the receipt of the
!9[owing eable nessflp fup.--pfi* &tr ..,
Gracious }lajesty 16s Tfi;g:- ., 

"*
.$y thoughts are-with you in todey'a important

ceFour.ony. .tyl€_st lbrvenfly do I FiEh
prospenty end bsppirresl ' -;..''

. -: 1',: "':-;.;tifdrHgr$+ifi!:'t;1;
c0YERNoR-cEr\-ER+L,s sp@cE -' : ' Crr.Brl{c, ox. :p*iiralqc*. 

, ., . .,r, *. . ,.,,

o.r'€rru flousq or RnpeEsqyrlrrve"t ,;_i;
" I.am desired by His Royal Eighness to ,

acquarnt you that so. soon as the Members :
of your llouses sha,ll be sworn,. a;'ril&-ntrpgL ",1, '
deat of the Senate and a Snea&er. .rf f},o "'"

HIS EXOETJ.6'NGII: rIr$ c
NOR-GET{ER,AI th@
I[ousee as follows:.-

"Glrrcrr,rurx o* rr*iSf*

will dgeLare to you the caqses of itlrr;hf*.

MEMBEd,S SWORN.
The Clerk of the Parliaments havinq re-

ceived the returns to the writsissued foithe
election of members to the Senate,

The following senators made
scribed the oath or affirmation
gianee:-

deat of the Senate a,nd a Spoa&gr of 1[, "':'
Hsrge of Rep'reeentatives *L3,fr. b* ,bpqq,-i i

ment being ca.lled- The Members of the
Senate and the }fembers of. the llsaso of
B,epresentatives will, thereforg no.w r-.kei
and subecribe before o€, the Gloyernor-
General, the Oath or A-ffiimatioa of AIt6.
giance, aa by the Constitution Act prorided.
which rvill be administered bv me,,,-

Tho IIon. Richard Ed-
ward O'Connor, Yice-
President of the Ex-
ecutive Council

The Hon. James George
.Dua,kc, Posbruustcr.-

General

and sub-
of alle.

New South Wales

t .

Queenslrrnd
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John Ge,rlgt l lalrett,
Escr.

Robeit lYallace Besc,
Erq.

Cyril St. Clair Came-
ron, Esq.

Darrid llorley Charles-
ton, Esq.

JohnSingleton Clemons,
Esq. l

A:rderson-Dawson, Esq.
Hugh De Largie, Esq.
Henry Dobson, Esq.
Sir'John'William Dow-

nerr, K.C.}I.G
,Norman Kirkwood

Ewing Esq.
John Ferguson, Esq.
Simon Fraser, Esq.
Thomas Glassey, Esq.
Albert John Gould,Esq.
$d.ward Augustine llar-

ney, Esq;.William 
Goy Egg*,

Esq.
John llenry Keating,

Esq.,
, James,Macfarlane, Esq.

Albrander Perceval
Matheson, Esg,

GregorllcGregoi, Esq.
Mward Davis llillen;

-E"s-
John Cash Neild, Esq.'
David John O'Keefe, Esq.

' George Fostei Pearce,
' ::..' . Esq; .:' 

. ', ' ,
' ltromas Plaford, Esq.

IHward Pulsford, Esq.
Sir Frederick Thon:as

Sargood, K.C.}I.G.
Miles Staniforth Cater

Smith, Esq.
James Chirles Stewart,

Esq'
Jo.mes Sbtles, Esq.
$ir Josiah llenry

Symon, K.C.}I.G.
James .T'homas -Walker,

Eso,
. Sir'WilliamAustin Zeal, .

K.C.}I,G.
Ilonorable llembers of the llouse of

Representatives also m:xle and srubscribed
thc oath tf allcgi;rnce..

i , . , r : i  l ,  - \ ,  i i - i  t  ;L l i ; r

Victqr i l r

Yictoritr,

Tasmania

South Aubtralia

Tasruania
' .

Queensland
l!'estern Australia
Tasmania
South Australia

'Western Australia

Queensland
Yictoria

.Queensland
New South W'ales'W'estern 

Australia

Queensland

Tasmania

Tasmania
-Western Australia

South Australia
.New South Wales.

Nev Sogth Wales
Tasmi,nia
Western Australia

: : - : :  t t ,  .

South Ausbralia
New South-W-ales
Yictoria

I!'estern dustralia-

Queensland -

Y rcuona
South Australia,

New Sguth Wales

Yictnna.

E,LIiCl l l ( l \  () l i  1' [ ' . l : ]S I I  ) I ' l \T
ANJ) SPE,\K I ' I i .

HIS NXCELLI 'NCY TII I . ]  ( iOYER-
NOR-GENBli. \L furthcr adrlre..ser- l  both
Ilouses, in f,he follorving terms :-
((GENTLnuaN oF TrrE SEx,\Te, GssrLnurN

OF TIIE HOUSI. :  Or REPRNSNTTTTITES-

. " It being necessu,ry that a President of the
Senate and a Speaker of the llouse of Repre-
sentatives should be first chosen. vo,r will
1e_pair to the places rvhere you are to sit,
where you, Gentlemen of the S'enate, will
proceed to choose some proper person to bo
your President, and you, Gentlemen of the
House of Representatives, will proceed to
choose some propdr person to be your
Speaker, and thereafter you respectivelywill
present such persons for my approval at such
time and place as I shall horeafter ap

noini .  .  ' ,1 , i t
After the ?, Ifailelulah Chorus " try the * l

orchestra, and " Rule Britauni:a.l' by the .i.
oxchestr& and singers,
. IIis Excellency the

lalled for three chebrs
Governor-Geo;* '''-'ff
for Their. Iryqf '

Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of Corn-
walL and York. , ,..,.**. -; r
. Three cheers having been given" 

' ":,.

' IIis Majesty's lligh Commissioner a,rrd llis
Excellency the Governor-General retired,
the proceedings closing, with the singing of.
lhe "Nationat Anthem.?' , :; ,,.,,.::..f;;,

Ilonorable members qf the Senate and of
the ,Ilouse of Represgataiives proceeded
forthwith to the llouies of Pailiament,
springstre3tr. : -  .  i ,  .  : - ' , ; , ' - , ,1, i+, ,  

; i -=-----
1, ,  i  . r : . , . " . .

At ten i'hinuLes past one o'clock p.m- the
Senate re-assembled in the Senate chamber
of the llouses of Parliament, Spring-street.

SPECIAT, ADJOURNMENT.
Motion (by Senator O'Coxnon) proposed-
That the sitting of the. Senate be suspended

until half.past two of the clock. i. ,
'Senator IIIGGS (Queensland). - Dq not

honorabl,b members think that this is very'
suddelr ? 'We are .ail., I shou'ld imagine,
anxious to do business, and other Senators
will come here in a yery few minutes expecL
ing to do business.

Senator O'CONNOR.-TIe1e must be an
adjournment for lunch; . we propose thab
that adjournment shall take plu,ce norv,
arorl ab half-past two o'clock the . Senate
wili'agsemble- in the ordinary rvay fr.rr the
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t ra,nsaot ion t , f  l . iusi t t , 'ss.  I t  r ras nr!-r ' r ' in-

tencler l ,  no r l l r t t { . } r '  h,rrv nl l r l -v -q(rrLat() fs rrr ig l i t  jtenclet l ,  no ul l tLt{-} l '  h1)w I t ) l r I l -v -q(rrLi t l ( ) fs I l } tg l i t

be here, to pluct'ctl to businr:ss t.refure the
luncheon hour.

Question resolved in the aIfrmative.

Senate adjourned at 1. l i  p.m.

l1) . \ t r r ,  I i i i r1. , I l t , ,  I ' , ' , . ' i ,1" , , r

sh; l l l  1, , ,  l l r r :  t ; l r r , i l r r  r r t  t i r r . r r r ; r j , , r ' i t . , ' , , f  t i , , r
I r t i ' tn l , ,  L i  ' , f  t l t , .  >, . t r  r l ,  .  I  r , , , r t i , l  l i l - : . .  , r . . , ,
t r r  nt i l l i r :  i l  suggr 's i i r rn.  I  r l , r  n,r t  i l r t , r r r r i  i , ,
pub i t  in i l t tv for-nral rvir, \ ' .  C,;n' ir l r .r ' i rrc t . j r i ,
na,ture of ther oflic:e ernd the r-luties r,f Presi-
dent, anri considering also the iiutrlific:rtions,
the well-known ch:]rzlcter, and abilitv of thr-.
gentleme,n rvho are I ikely t , ,  he nrrr ir i rrat*,1,
it would be very rnuch better for h,rnorzlble
members to content themselves by simplv
moving ancl seconding the candidzr,tesr thai
they propose. I need not enlarge on the
reasons which f think will commend that
course to the Senate. f make that suggestion
in the hope that honorable members will see
that it will be conduciye, p€rhaps, to good
results, if that procedure be followed. I pro-
pose the motion f have read i:r order that the
Senate may haye the procedure settled for

.the purpose of this first election of a Presi-
dent '  : : '  '  ' "" ' ' t l "

' Seo"to" Sir JOSIAH SYIION (South
Australia).-I should like to ask SLnator
p'Connor whether it might not be well to
adopt the Elouse of Commons'practice after
the first ballot has eliminated the third
candidate. If in the first instance there
be only two candidateg it ie proposed that
tre Ifouse of Corri-urons' prpctice be adopted;
and there seems to be no reason whv. rvhen
ri'e have eliminated the third candidlie, the
vpting qn lhe trvo. vbo remaia should not
be open, according to the l[ouse of Commons'
przctice. f would suggest that an august
body, suclr as we hope thb Senate nrill
always be, should not -shrink from open
voting upon the determi:ration of the highest
office in the gift of this Chamber. f th;np
thab we should be doing honour to ourselves
by adopting that course, because f am sure
that, whatever our views may be as to the
respective candidates, we shall give the most
loyal obedience to whoever may be chosen,
and aid hine in maintaining the dignity ancl
prestige of this Chamber.

Senator O'CONNOR (Nerv Soutlr \i-algs-
Yice-President of the Fxecutive Council).-
fn answer to the honorable member, f think
it will be uni.,-ersally admitted-:

Senator Sir Jorrx Dorvts6.-Jf this is a
reply, I rvould like to say something.

Senator- O'CONI{OR.-ff there is to be a
debate. I shall deferrvha,t I have to sa,v.
I was answering a question, ancl I th,-,ugf,t
tlra,t by doing so f should s*,ve deba,te.

Senator Sir Jorr:r lJ6lyr;6p.-{ l  wi l l  save
tlel r.rte.

The Senate met again at 2.30 p.m.

ELECTTON OF THE PRESIDENT.

Senator O'C()NNOR (Nerv South \Yales-
Yice-President of the Executive Council).-
f would remind the Senate that the time
b*e arrived for electing a President, and, as
I;understand that there is not likelnto be a
unanimour! choice in the first iasance, I
think it would be'we]l if we were to lay
down at once a, method of procedure by
.shich in the end the will oJ the majority

'might prevail. As honorable members'are
nrpare, the llouse qf Commons' practice.
soald guide a body'bf this kind-in the
abseace of express diiection by.ourselves.
I think it will be eviden* that, in the-event
of there being more than two candidates, bhe
putting' of several motiiinir successively *'ould
very likely result irthe election of a Presi-
*ent who would nob be the choice of the
majority of the llouse. The experienee, f
f,hfuk-of all of us who have had much to do
with deliberative bodies is that, in these
eircumstances. there is onls one wav of
ancertaining tire choice of th! majorityi ancl
that is by the system of what is called
exha,ustive baJlot- T propose therefore that,
inasmuch as under the circumstanees which
are likely to arise, 'it is necessary to have
soue otherprocedurethanthat of the llouse
of €ki*mons, the Senate should lay dorvn for
jtself a form of, procedure to be adopted
dtring this election of Presidenb. f put my
proposal in the form of a motion, which f
ask the consent of the Senate to srrbmit
without notice. 'fN is as follows :-

That if no more bhan two candidates are nro-
poeed, the Elouse of Cornmon"s' practice- be
adopted; that if more than two candiclates are
proposed, the Senale procecd to ballot; that all
cendideies except the two highest on the first
bsllot drop out': ttrat if on tFe first ballot anv
candid:rte^has an trbsolute maioritv of the vote",c
given, he shall be declarecl electecl ?resiclenb ; but
if no candidotq has such absolute majority, a
second ballob bL then taken, ontl that the cindi-
dato then obtaininq the hiqhest nnrnber of votes
be declared electe.d?resideic.

That, f think, vill conrruend itself to honor-
able members ns a method bv rvhich lve cfl,n.
ina most certain rvay, clect a PresirL,nt rvho
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be as uniform as Possible instead of having

Dart by oPen voting and palt lty ballot'
' Senatoi EwI)G (Wertern Australia).-

I have very much pleasure in seconding the

ssendment. f do not think the Senate can

be fivided in the opinion that rvhatever

detbod we adopt should be a uniform one.

ff it is wise to adopt the system of ballot

under certain circumstances' surely it is

wise even if there are only trvo candidates.

lYith regard to what Senatol lliggs bas

sa.id, I think the proposal of the Yice-

ftesident of the Executive Council was onfy

meanb as a suggestion. Personaily I do not

scree with it. \Ye ct,rne from another State,
'",id 

*u are not closely in touch rvith the
pubiic men in the communicy in which we

nro now living. We desire to know the
qualifications of the gentlemen for whon \ee

sre a,sked to vote. It is al1 very rvell for those
w.ho live in Melbourne or Sydney to say they
kaov thg merits of the various gentlemen

.who are to be proposed for this ofiice, but
tolizing as rve do that the ofrce of Presi-
dent is a most important one' lve' as Sena-

lors comi.g from far-off portions of the
continent, desire . to hear what can be said
either for or against the individual candi-
dstes.

Senator Dllvsor.-No Senator is a^shamed
of his vote.

Senator O'CONNOR (New South lYales-
Yice-President of the Eiecutive Council).-
It, seems to me a matter of very small
momento:but at the same time f am quife
willing to accepb the amendment of

. Senat6r Neild. 
-f 

would suggest to the
honorable member that the amendment does

' not reallv carrv out his rvishes' 
'What

he p"oporls is that-, nder rrll circumstances,
this election shali ; -' by bailot. I think
that might be carri,r, oul by a very simple
alterat ionat thebegi r ingot the motion. I
do not want to 

"nt,.  
ini .  any verbnl dis-

eussionl.but the hr-,ndiable meinber rvill sec,
il he rearls hin anrcnrlnent, thnt it leaves
e port lon'of the nrrrt ion r, , ' t r i r ;h is inconsistcnf
rr i th i t .  I f  t |e |11111ry1;r lr ' le nrernl l ' r .  clclsires

l  i  z J',.,,..;,t 1,, t, I. l r
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dea,line rvilh rrt:r,t[ers t.rf sul-,statrcr: rroi]' :

and l - th ink i t  is  the general  rv ish r , f  t l t t r

House that this siroulrl be simi,,ly a in,.rtion

to proceed bv ballot urrcler all cil 'cumstances.

Senabor Nsir,l.-But rvill the anencled

motirrn provide for an exhaustive ba.llob ?

Senatlc,r O'CONNOR.-Yes. BY leave

I beg to riithfuav x])' notion' and to

substitute another, which embodies Senator

r\eild's amendment, and reallY expresses the

sense of the Senate. It is as follows-

That the election be' by ballot: If, on the first
ballot, anv candidate has a.o obsolute rna,jority
of the voies g'iven, he shall be cleclared elected
Presidenb ; if" on such first ballot no erndidate
have such absolute majority, all'caudidates, except,
the two highest on the fusb ball-ot, drop out' and
a second billot shail then bo- taken berween the
two candidates so left, and ttre pandida,te obtairr-
ing the majority on the second ballot shall be
declared electe{ President.

Senafor NEILD.-With lhe consent of
Senator Ewing, who seconded my amend-
ment, f am yery happy to withdraw it, if
the Chamber is rvilling.

Amendloent withdrawn.
Substituted motion, proPos$, Put.
Senator DAWSOI{ (Queensland).7fl wish

to express my opinion that -the amended

motion is not a satisfactoiy one to thb public
whom we are supposed to refresent'n this

Chamber. ft is nob satisfactoryfor'the simple

reason that it still provides for a secret ballot.

If there is one thing above another that we

have to do irr this Chamber it is to let the

public outside know exactly on which side

and in which direction we cast our rotes. I

for one am against any attempt at secret
voting in the Senate, and f am, therefore.
distinctlv asainst the amended motion. If

honorabie Jembers who have been honoui'ed

by the people.of Australia by, being selected
to renresenb them rn tne Denale are asnameo

to cast their votes openly let them sa,y so'

and let the public know it. f am not. I am
quite willing to vote oPenlv. Tf there is

one Dlace in the whole of -{ustrulia rvhele

this iourse should be adopted it is in the

lesislative halls of the Commonrvealth, and

Da--rticulariY in the SenaLe. f desire to

direct the aftention of hcnorable members,

throu!"{h vou, 1![r. Blackmore, to a most

irr"grrio, pro"eeding of this ufternoon, ant-l I

atn ,terv much astonished that the repre-

sentatirle 6f Que'ensltnd, rrho is sitting on

the l l inisteri :Ll bench, hirs nob thorrght { ir '

(
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